My Three Years in America

gone directly counter to it, as he did in a speech which has now
become famous. On May loth at Philadelphia he gave evidence
of his peaceful inclinations in the following words :
" The example of America must be a special example.
The example of America must be the example not merely
of peace because it will not fight, but of peace because peace
is the healing and elevating influence of the world and strife
is not. There is such a thing as a man being too proud to
fight. There is such a thing as a nation being so right that
it does not need to convince others by force that it is
right."
This speech did but increase the indignation raging throughout
the country, and the phrase " Too proud to fight" became the
favourite joke of the Jingo and Entente party against Mr. Wilson*
Public opinion with one voice demanded the severance of diplo-
matic relations with Germany ; and before this powerful pressure
the President deemed it advisable to explain away his words,
It may be said, perhaps, in answer to the above, that America
was indeed bitterly angry, but still not resolved on war; and
that public opinion was indignant, not at Wilson's desire to keep
the peace, but at the unfortunate expression " Too proud to
fight/'
^ This view was held, for example, by Von Tirpits, and also
found expression more than once in the reports of the so-called
German Chamber of Commerce in New York, which were regu-
larly transmitted to Germany, and exercised considerable in*
fluence on opinion in that country, although their author was a
man of no political insight, and the Chamber of Commerce had,
as a matter of fact, no actual existence.
They were simply a journalistic device on the part of the
paper which published these reports. During the war, and
under the influence of the passions which it aroused, there was
continually going on in America any amount of mischievous
gossip and intrigue concerning which many interesting stories
might be told. I bave no intention, however, of concerning
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